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Evan Schneider:

I'm Evan Schneider and welcome to Let's Talk About. In this special episode, we feature the 2021 winner 
of the Priscilla Glickman '92 Memorial Prize. The Glickman Prize is awarded annually on Class Day to a 
Princeton senior who has demonstrated independence and imagination in the area of community 
service, seeks knowledge and purposeful adventure in unfamiliar cultures, and maintain strong 
academic work. The prize commends the qualities of curiosity in the world and commitment to the 
betterment of the world by recognizing outstanding past contributions to community service. In 2021, 
the Glickman prize was awarded to Daniela Alvarez. Daniela came to Princeton university in 2018 from 
Miami, Florida as a member of the University's first transfer cohort since 1990. While at Princeton, 
Daniela majored in Spanish and Portuguese with a certificate in Latin American studies. She centered 
her studies, extracurricular activities, and internship experiences on migration, politics, and immigrant 
rights. Driven by her desire to support Princeton's growing transfer community and enhance the transfer 
student experience, Daniela co-founded the Princeton Transfer Association, serving as vice-president.

Evan Schneider:

She also served as a project leader for El Centro where she taught English-as-a-second language classes 
to adult migrants in Trenton. Additional activities at Princeton include competing with the mock trial 
team and working as a Writing Center fellow. Throughout her time at Princeton, Daniela interned at a 
migrant shelter in Wahaca, Mexico, and with the American Civil Liberties Union's equality division on 
immigrants rights.

Evan Schneider:

Hi, Daniela, how are you doing today? Thank you so much for joining us again and for talking to us a 
little bit about your time at Princeton. So I guess we could just start off by if you wouldn't mind just 
telling us how exactly did you end up at Princeton? It's an interesting story.

Daniela Alvarez:

Yeah, so my path and journey to Princeton has been a little more untraditional than most of my peers. I 
went to community college for two years before transferring to Princeton in 2018 as a sophomore. And I 
think it all really started in high school. I always knew growing up that I would have to sort of find my 
way to college myself. My parents migrated to United States from Cuba when I was really young. And 
I'm the first in my family to go to college here and it's a very different process than it is to go to college 
in Cuba. And so I sort of always knew that along the way, I would have to introduce them to what 
college in the US looks like and what that process was. And I also had to learn it for myself.

Daniela Alvarez:

And so in high school I was really lost. There was advising and there was support, but I didn't really feel 
like I knew I had a game plan for what I wanted to do going into college. I've always known I wanted to 
be a lawyer. But to be a lawyer, you have to go to college first. I didn't really know what I wanted to 
study, I didn't really know what that would look like for me. And so I was really, when junior year came 
around, I had worked really hard and I had good grades and I had worked really hard on the SATs, but 
there was still a piece of it missing that I just didn't feel ready to sort of make that jump. I was looking at 
how expensive it is to go to college and university.

Daniela Alvarez:
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And my parents wanted to give me the world, but I knew that they couldn't afford it and I wasn't going 
to burden them with that. So I was always looking out for scholarships and opportunities and really 
trying to see like what going to college would look like for me. And one day there was an information 
session about the honors college at a local community college that was five minutes from my house. 
And I went into that meeting and I just came out of it and I was like Oh my God, this is the perfect 
program for me because it gives you two years to focus on your studies, figure out what you want to 
major in, see what you like, really get exposed to college before sort of making that big jump into 
university.

Daniela Alvarez:

And so I just became set on that's what I wanted to do. And that just became sort of the best 
opportunity for me. And I think there's a lot of stigma around community college. Particularly I was top 
of my class and everybody was like, you could go off to great schools and you could go out to, I had a 
dream school at that moment, but I was scared to dream that I could go to such a school. I didn't think 
opportunities like that were available to me. And so I was like, no, no, no, it's fine, I'm not going to do 
that, I'm not even going to think about that at this moment. I'm just going to go to community college 
and a lot of people were like, why would you do that? I was like, this is my decision and I'm very happy 
with it.

Daniela Alvarez:

And then ended up being the best experience of my life. Going to community college was sort of a blank 
slate for me and I treated it as that. I went in, I tried to hit the ground running really taking classes that 
were really diverse, but also classes that I was really interested in. And I think from the first class that I 
took, which was an international relations class at 8:00 AM in the morning on a Monday, I was just like, I 
felt at home. I just felt like this is such a good environment to be in. And I think community college gave 
me a lot of lessons. It really taught me a lot about becoming a community college, about what I wanted 
out of the education system, really how I worked and how I study and how I sort of functioned in this 
sort of environment.

Daniela Alvarez:

And I was really blessed and lucky to be a part of a program that really encourages the students to 
transfer out of school after two years. So I sort of had no other option but to transfer. And then it just 
became a question of where. And I think every student that applied my year probably had the same sort 
of feeling oh, it's meant to be, this is the first time that Princeton is accepting transfer student, it has to 
work out in my favor. And that's sort of how I thought of it. I was really discouraged honestly by a lot of 
other institutions really low transfer rates.

Daniela Alvarez:

And there were moments where I didn't want to submit my application because I was like, why am I 
going to throw my hat in this ring put in so much effort? And there's a really small chance of getting in. 
And with Princeton, there was nothing of that sort, so I felt like anything could happen. And when once I 
got it and it was just such a crazy moment, because I felt like it had been coming for the past four years. 
But no, I think path to Princeton has been very different, but I wouldn't have it any other way.

Evan Schneider:
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I think something that people may not be aware of who aren't a part of the Princeton community is that 
among Princeton students, there's this thing called imposter syndrome, right? This idea that I have 
somehow fooled all of the people who are the gatekeepers of the university, and I don't actually belong 
here and everyone else is smarter than me and everyone else is more accomplished than me. It's a very 
pervasive feeling among most students at Princeton. And I can imagine as a transfer student, that that 
would be something that would be going through your head to some extent. Do I really belong here? Do 
I really fit? How do you combat feelings like that and end up succeeding at the level that you have at a 
place like Princeton?

Daniela Alvarez:

Yeah. And I think, especially because I community college, I never felt that way. I've always felt like I was 
sort of in my environment. And I just felt like I really belonged. And so coming to Princeton, there was 
definitely something of a culture shock at the beginning. It was a very different environment than what 
I'm used to. And academic sort of hits you at the beginning of the semester and you're sort of like, wow, 
I'm at Princeton. And I think imposter syndrome's definitely something that I battled a lot my first 
semester, but I was really determined. I feel like I came in with sort of a chip on my shoulder that I 
wanted the transfer program to be successful. And I was like, I don't want to be the reason that they're 
like, we don't want more transfers. I always had sort of that fear.

Daniela Alvarez:

And so I really just tried to be, I really tried when I had those feelings of imposter syndrome, I tried to 
just think of the things that I had certain in my life, in the communities that I was a part of. And I really 
just tried to reflect and hold on to that. And I mean, it's sometimes just creeps in at the most random 
times or with the most random assignments or things like that. And I just try to think about how far I've 
come and how I definitely do belong here. I think at the beginning I was like, who made the mistake in 
the admissions office? There was definitely another Daniela in the bunch. But I really just tried to think 
of how far I've come and just remind myself that I do belong here and that I'm doing the best that I can 
have, but it's always going to be, it always doesn't really go my way.

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think that that was just really important. And I think leaning into the transfer community, there 
was really only nine of us, but there was always someone that I could go to that was feeling similar like 
me. And so I think that really just helped a lot.

Evan Schneider:

Yeah. Well if there was ever a doubt among administrators at Princeton whether or not the transfer 
program was a good idea, I think your success and the success of other students in your cohort have 
proven that transfer students absolutely belong at Princeton. So thank you for coming in and succeeding 
at such a high level and showing the University that there is a place for transfer students here.

Daniela Alvarez:

Thank you.

Evan Schneider:
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I'd like to talk a little bit about how you approach service, sort of what your philosophy of service is and 
what about service do you find meaningful?

Daniela Alvarez:

I think it really goes back to community college for me when it comes to service. And I did service in high 
school and it looked fairly different. So how I learned what service means and how I approach it in 
community college. I think in high school, I definitely fall into that trap of service being more like a 
checklist, something that I needed to do or something that I sort of was forced to do on a Saturday. It 
felt a lot more forced into my life. Whereas I think in community college, I really learned what it means 
to seek out service, to really be a part of a community, to really help out a community in the best way 
that you can not necessarily trying to go into a place and change it, but going into a place and being like I 
have these skills, how can I help, you tell me instead of letting me tell you.

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think community college, I think it was such a big part of my life. Service was something that I 
came in from the beginning and I was involved with the Institute of Civic Engagement and Democracy, 
and they just sort of pulled me in and there were so many opportunities and there were so many 
different ways to really help the community I think that I had never done before. And I think that was 
really meaningful to me because it was like I've lived here my whole life, but I had never sort of been 
able to engage that way with my community and that was really important to me. I think when I got to 
Princeton, I made the mistake my first semester of being 100% focused on my academics. And I sort of 
let that side of me sort of not appear and I think that was where a lot of sort of doubt came in and I was 
like, I don't feel like myself here, I think there's something missing.

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think my second semester I joined, I've El Centro and I would volunteer with them, and I think 
that's when I felt sort of that Princeton was becoming a home for me, when I started having those 
opportunities. And so I think service to me, I think is really important and I think that my approach to it 
is I always want to leave any space or any community or any environment that I enter, I want to leave it 
a little bit better. I think it's all about us contributing a little bit. I don't think one person can change 
everything nor they should be burdened to do so, but I think it's just contributing in the best way that I 
can. And I think just making sure that A, you have good intentions, but also that in your execution you're 
making sure that you're working with community partners and that you're making sure that you're 
serving this community the best way possible, not just through sort of the lunch or the idea of service 
that you may have at that moment because I think service looks very different, a lot of different context.

Evan Schneider:

Yep. Can you tell us a little bit about El Centro? What is that program and how do Princeton students get 
involved in it?

Daniela Alvarez:

Yep. I love El Centro, I think it's one of an awesome community that we have. So El Centro is sort of, so 
what it looks like is there's a group of Princeton students that will go every day to Trenton and there 
they will teach English as a second language to adult immigrants. And I think I really sort of really liked 
that sort of bridge between Princeton students and sort of local people in the community and sort of 
seeing that interaction. I think that there were moments where I would be having a really hard day and 
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going to El Centro is three hours of your time on any particular day of the week. And sometimes I would 
be really stressed or tired and I was like, oh, and then I would just get in the van and I would get there 
and the students and the adults would just induct me with their energy and it would just be the most 
amazing thing.

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think that's what I loved about it so much that it would just be one hour, an hour and 20 minutes 
where I just wouldn't think of Princeton. It would just be me, my students and the lesson that we were 
talking about and however creative way I wanted to teach it that day. And I love that. I just thought that 
it's something really simple, teaching someone English, but just doing it in a way that you can bring them 
in and just doing it in a way that I was always like, I'm learning too. A lot of these things I forgot, so let's 
learn together. And it was just such a great environment and I think it's something that I think would 
have my Princeton experience will be totally different if I wouldn't do that. I'm sad that I didn't do it 
earlier.

Evan Schneider:

Yeah, it's interesting to hear you talk about, even before you were at Princeton, thinking about wanting 
to get into law, the practice of law, and then kind of thinking about a lot of your interests, thinking about 
migration issues, specifically engaging in those issues at a policy level, I know you've done mock trial. 
Can just talk a little bit about sort of what trajectory that path will lead you on and how you got into it?

Daniela Alvarez:

Yeah. So as I mentioned earlier, my family migrated here when I was about four years old. And I grew up 
in Miami where you turn around and you see immigrants everywhere. And so I was always sort of really 
exposed to the political side of being an immigrant, sort of this cultural transition and also to how 
immigrants interact with the law from a really young age. And I was always sort of interested in it. I think 
I always see my mom talk to her attorney at the dining room table and he would offer her a level of 
calmness that I think I really appreciated as her daughter.

Daniela Alvarez:

So I think I just really, from a really young age really looked up to that person. And I think I was always 
like, I want to do that, I really want to go into law. I never really, honestly, I think for a big part of my life, 
I sort of shied away or tried to compress my immigrant identity and my culture for a really long time. 
Although I live in Miami, which is kind of weird, but for a really long time, that was just not a part of 
myself that I would lean into. And I think when I got to community college, again, I feel like community 
college is just sort of the turning point for me. I sort of got to the point where I was like, what am I 
running away from? Why don't I want to, why am I scared to embrace this identity that I have and that is 
so ingrained in me?

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think that was really the turning point for me. And I think it also happened to be around the time 
in 2016 where there's all of this sort of rhetoric around immigrants and there's just so much negative 
attitudes and policies sort of being directed at immigrants that I just sort of started realizing that I could 
be more impactful sort of in- I always knew a law would be it, but I feel like immigration law is definitely 
where I feel the most comfortable with and where I'm like really excited about. And I think that for me, 
at Princeton I'm concentrating with Spanish department, but a lot of the classes that I've taken have 
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been on immigration. And that was really important for me to make sure that wherever I transferred to, 
there were a lot of classes or a lot of opportunities related to immigration and immigrant rights issues 
because that's something that at community college I was interested in, but I wasn't able to explore 
because there was more of sort of just a general education sort of curriculum.

Daniela Alvarez:

And so I'm just thinking about that and just learning about so many different things. I think Princeton 
has allowed me to learn about immigration through so many different lines. Not just legal through some 
courses, but also through history and politics and literature. And that has really just empowered me 
even more. I know this is what I want to do, there's no question and doubt. I think it would be the 
surprise of my life if I don't end up studying law and then focusing on immigration law, because I think 
that that's where I can really make the most impact, not only based on like my identity, but also just 
based on what really interests me academically.

Evan Schneider:

Yeah, thank you for sharing that. I'm curious then, kind of given that trajectory that you see yourself on 
and that sort of sustained interest over time, is there a single class that you took at Princeton that you 
could point to to say if you're interested in migration issues, you have to take this course.

Daniela Alvarez:

There's so many, I have loved every single one of the classes that I've taken particularly related to 
immigration. I just love them, I wish there were more of them honestly. But I think my junior spring, I 
took this class with professor Rosina Lozano on borderlands and the history of borders. And that was 
really interesting to see how borders function, not just sort of this line in the sand, but also as a political 
border, as a social board or a cultural border. And I think that class, I think people think of immigration 
like it's just this one topic and that's what I love about it, that it's not. Immigration is such a vast field. 
There's so many different sides to it. And I her class really got me interested in borders on how borders 
function in relation to migration. So I definitely recommend that class and she's just an amazing 
professor. She was so inspiring and to just have her be able to read and grade my papers was amazing.

Evan Schneider:

Just thinking about the prize. One of the main I guess, criteria that the committee uses every year to 
think about how to choose a winner is the part of the prize that celebrates sort of creativity in engaging 
outside of your comfort zone, culturally speaking. It's often been sort of interpreted as international, but 
we in recent years have really thought about that criteria quite critically in terms of what it can mean for 
different students in different places at Princeton. And so I'm just curious, when you were pushed to the 
edge of your comfort zone, culturally speaking, how do you approach those situations and what advice 
would you have for other folks who are interested in exploring the world?

Daniela Alvarez:

Yeah, I think it's a really important question and I know I've thought about really how do I approach 
that? And I think that I've mentioned this earlier, I think for me, whenever I'm feeling like I'm out of my 
comfort zone or that I'm overwhelmed or that I feel like the world is moving around me and I don't 
necessarily have my feet on the floor firmly. I always like to just lean into what I do know, right? Lean in 
to sort of like, I think when you approach any situation where you're sort of being pushed outside of 
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your comfort zone, I think you have to reflect on what sort of is making you uncomfortable or what is 
pushing you out? What is actually happening?

Daniela Alvarez:

And I think I'm a person that I always like to reflect, I don't do it as much as I would like to, but I think 
sometimes I'm just taking a moment and whether it's just thinking about it or writing it down, just 
thinking about really what is going on in this situation that is making me feel uncomfortable. And I think 
that's always sort of a first step, but I also think it's important to lean into communities and lean into 
your people and what and just lean into we don't know everything about the world and we don't know 
everything about everyone's culture, but I think just leaning into what you know and what you've 
already sort of the knowledge that you acquired and just think about it.

Daniela Alvarez:

This is like a new opportunity to learn something new. And I think I always try to approach it as yes, it's 
uncomfortable, but I'm growing and I'm learning and I'm sort of being able to engage with someone 
differently or engage in a new sort of environment. And I think that's really important and I always feel 
like asking questions is important in situations like that. Making sure that you're, I think not asking 
intrusive questions, but asking questions to make sure that you're really understanding sort of the 
situation and that I always feel like the only wrong sort of question is the one that you don't ask.

Daniela Alvarez:

And so I always just try to remember that and just try to be aware of my surroundings and make sure 
that I'm not being intrusive, but I am also just making sure that I want to understand and I want to sort 
of be able to grapple with this situation to the best of my abilities and just we don't have all the tools all 
the time. So seeking those tools and seeking out the resources and seeking out anything that could help 
me better understand what is making you uncomfortable and building off of my own identity and my 
own culture, I think is always important as well.

Evan Schneider:

Well Daniela, thank you so much for joining us and sharing your journey at Princeton. I guess maybe a 
final question I might ask is for those future generations of transfer students that you will not share 
campus with, because you'll be gone and moving on to better things, bigger and better things. For folks 
coming in, what one piece of advice maybe for thriving at a place like Princeton?

Daniela Alvarez:

You know, I had one professor before I left community college that he told me don't suffer silence. I'm 
the type of person that tends to shut off when I'm stressed or I want to solve everything on my own if 
I'm struggling with an assignment or something. And I think Princeton has so many resources. And as a 
transfer student, there are so many people that want to help us, that want to see us succeed. I think 
people don't just want to see transfer students surviving on campus, they want to see us thriving. And I 
think that's really important. And so I think go seek out those resources, talk to our transfer advisor. And 
I think one of the biggest tools that we have now that unfortunately I didn't have three years ago is that 
we have now a growing transfer community.

Daniela Alvarez:
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There are so many transfers now. Well, not so many, but there are few transfers now and you couldn't 
and they're always so eager to reach out and to help. And they've been there, some of them have done 
Princeton only virtually, right? And so they have very different experiences. And I think lean into that 
community that we're building, because I think it's going really help out. So I just really hope that any 
transfer students that are coming into Princeton just use your resources, use our community, and you 
know you're going to thrive at Princeton. Just make sure that you just remember that you have so many 
people that are dedicated and that are committed to making sure that transfer students feel welcomed 
and heard on campus.

Evan Schneider:

Well, thank you so much Daniela and congratulations on graduating and graduating well, and I wish you 
the best of luck as you move forward onto the next steps. Thank you for joining us today.
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